Phil Roberts Scholarship

The Phil Roberts Scholarship will be awarded to several worthy graduates of Eastern Jackson County high schools who would like to pursue a bachelors degree with a major in business, science or mathematics.  Three applicants may be selected each year with a preference for music or performing arts as a major field of study.  The scholarship is for $1,000 per semester or $2,000 per year.  The applicant must attend one of the following institutions:

· University of Missouri - Columbia

· University of Missouri at Kansas City

· Metropolitan Community Colleges (located in Jackson County)

· Missouri State University – Springfield

· University of Central Missouri– Warrensburg

· Northwest Missouri State University – Maryville

· Truman State University – Kirksville

· Missouri Western State University – St. Joseph

· Missouri Southern State University – Joplin

The students will be selected on the following criteria:

1. Certification by the applicant that he or she is a non-user of tobacco,

alcoholic beverages, or drugs in any form.

2. Demonstrate financial need.  Financial need is to be construed as including the financial 

condition and resources of the parents or guardians of the applicant.

3.
Demonstrate evidence of academic ability to successfully complete goal.

4. Demonstrate the desire and determination to persevere in attaining 

a stated goal.

5. Demonstrate meritorious character and leadership potential.

6. The applicant must declare a preference for a major in business, science, mathematics, and one applicant may be selected each year with a preference for music or the performing arts.  Students should respond in writing to these questions and submit the response along with the application and signed statement.

This scholarship is not available to students whose parents or relatives are employees or have been employees of the Independence School District or any other school district, except beginning in 2014 and continuing thereafter, Independence School District students, whose parents are not supervisory employees of the District and are employed as bus drivers or food service employees, said students may apply for two Phil Roberts Scholarships available to them.
If there are no qualified applicants that meet the requirements of the Scholarship, then the Scholarships will be offered along with the other available scholarships in the current year.
Any false or misleading information given to the Independence School District by any applicant at any time, written or oral, will result in the immediate rejection of the application or cancellation of continued assistance if such false representation is made after the student was accepted.

The winners will be selected by a committee comprised of central office personnel and designated representatives from each high school.  The deadline for application is the second Friday in February.  The scholarship will be awarded at the beginning of each semester with a check written to the student and to the university.   The scholarship will continue as long as the student remains in school showing an acceptable academic level and maintains appropriate behavior.  Prior to the beginning of each school year, the student must provide three letters of recommendation and a copy of the previous year’s grades.  The recipient authorizes the District to verify adherence to the criteria regarding academic achievement and compliance with expected behavior.  The scholarship may be continued until the student completes the bachelor degree, not to exceed a period of eight semesters.  One summer term is considered one semester.

Should the money available to fund the scholarship awards exceed the number of qualified applicants in the Independence School District, without lowering any of the requirements (especially financial need), the Independence School District may offer scholarships to students in the following eastern Jackson County school districts:  Grain Valley, Oak Grove, Fort Osage, Blue Springs, Raytown, Lee’s Summit, and in Lafayette County, Wellington-Napoleon, and if necessary, any school district in the Western one half of the state of Missouri lying outside of Jackson County.  Each student of any outlying school district must meet all of the requirements for Independence School District students, plus a letter of recommendation of the high school counselor and any other requirements the Independence School District shall deem appropriate.

The scholarship recipients shall be listed in the graduation programs and recognized at the award assemblies of their respective high schools.
If there are not enough qualified applicants, then the money available shall be held over and offered the following year.

If at any time there are more qualified applicants than there is money available, then those most in financial need shall be given preference. Thereafter, the committee will also be responsible for verifying the balances and eligibility of past recipients. The maximum amount that will be awarded is $1,000 per semester or $2,000 per school year.  The scholarship will not cover any study abroad programs.  Any student who is the child or relative of a teacher or any employee of the Independence School District or any other school district will not be eligible for this scholarship.  Interest income or other monies remaining from year to year will be invested and distributed among the next applicants.  No administrative costs will be charged to the fund.

A yearly report regarding the status of recipients and actual funds awarded will be made available to Mr. Roberts.   In 2056, the District agrees to reinvest in government issues at the highest interest rate or yield for 30 years or longer if available.  The corpus is to remain intact and nothing deducted from it for any reason.  Only the earnings from the fund are to be distributed to the qualified recipients.  Any earnings on the accumulated monies are to be distributed and invested using the same basis as the original corpus earnings.  In the year 2056, all accumulations are to be reinvested with the corpus.  All idle funds are to be invested on a short-term basis, so money will be available to fund the maximum qualified students.
The U.S. Government TVA Bonds, in the amount of $2,000,000, are the corpus and only the interest income is to be distributed to qualified recipients.  The maturity dates is April 1, 2056. The bonds are to be held to maturity.  All of the proceeds derived from the maturity of these bonds are to be invested in the longest term and highest yield or rate of return of U.S. Government issues available at the time the proceeds are received.  All interest income is to be distributed so the maximum amount of qualified students can be chosen.

To ensure the continuity of coordinating the scholarship program over a four-year period, the recipients will be required to maintain contact with the assigned central office coordinator and verify compliance with the criteria of the scholarship award.  If at anytime, a student drops out of school or is not longer qualified, the funds will be held until the next school year and be included in the total funds to be distributed.  However, at the option of the administrator of the fund, scholarships may be awarded prior to the opening of a regular academic year if in the best interest of applicants.

The Independence School District administers more than 30 perpetual scholarships some going back to the 1800s.  The Phil Roberts endowment scholarship becomes the first to be added for a four-year college program and will assist students in planning for completion of a degree program.   The Phil Roberts Scholarship is a most important addition to scholarship opportunities available to students in the Independence School District.  It encourages students to remain substance-abuse free and rewards them if they do by allowing them the opportunity to compete for this award.

The scholarship recipients shall be listed in the graduation programs and recognized at the award assemblies of their respective high schools.
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